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From the President

Dear Friends,

There are moments in the life of a community when we are invited to see more clearly who
we are—and who we are called to be.

This issue of Vision is filled with such moments.

On the opening pages, you will encounter the Delaney Hall Hospitality Tent. What began as
a simple act of accompaniment has become a powerful witness to human dignity. In the face
of fear, uncertainty, and suffering, people continue to show up for one another—with prayer,
compassion, practical support, and hope.

The Gospel reminds us: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” In every generation, that
call takes new forms. Today, we see it lived by those who accompany families, stand with the
vulnerable, and refuse to look away from human suffering.

We see that same spirit reflected in the history of St. Vincent’s Hospital. For more than

160 years, the Sisters of Charity cared for New Yorkers through times of illness, crisis, and
profound social change. We are grateful to historian Dr. Thomas Rzeznik for helping preserve
that story through his new book, A Monument of Charity. It reminds us that ministry is not
measured only by what is built, but by the lives touched through love and service.

Throughout these pages, you will also find stories of Associates, ministry leaders, staff, and
friends who continue to carry the mission forward. Whether through education, health care,
advocacy, care for creation, or service to those most in need, the spirit of Charity remains
alive and active in our world.

As we continue our journey toward completion, people often ask what comes next.
Perhaps the better question is: What is already unfolding among us?

The answer is found in people.

In relationships.

In acts of welcome.

In lives of love.

The mission entrusted to us by Saints Elizabeth Ann Seton, Vincent de Paul, and Louise de
Marillac continues wherever people choose compassion over indifference and hope over fear.

For that, and for all who help carry this mission forward, we give thanks.
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Sr. Donna Dodge, SC
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Love Must Win Out
Delaney Hall Hospitality Tent

On the ninth day of a hunger strike involving
approximately 300 detainees at Delaney Hall,
Sisters of Charity of New York President Sr. Donna
Dodge and Associates Miriam Ford and Jack Marth
traveled to Newark carrying diapers and supplies
for families visiting loved ones inside the detention
center.

They arrived following another tense night outside
Delaney Hall, where reports of confrontations
between protesters and law enforcement had fueled
rumors that the Tent for Family Detainee Support
had been dismantled.

It had not.

Instead, they found something stronger than
rumor. They found people praying. Organizing.
Accompanying families. Supporting detainees.
Refusing to surrender their humanity to fear.

For months, the Hospitality Tent has offered a place
of welcome and support for families navigating

Thiy,

Detainee supporters hold a prayer circle in
solidarity with the 300 who were participating
in a hunger strike.

separation, uncertainty,
and hardship. Volunteers
provide practical assistance,
prayer, information, and a
compassionate presence for
those waiting outside the
facility.

A hand-painted message
hanging outside the tent
captured the spirit of the
day:

LOVE MUST WIN OUT.
IT’S THE ONLY THING
THAT CAN.

Sisters of Charity of New York signs sit outside
Delaney Hall Detention Center.

The love sign on the side of the tent has served as a daily reminder that there is
only one option.

In a time when cruelty is

too often normalized, the
tent remains a witness to
another way—a Gospel way.
A human way. A way that
insists every person possesses
inherent dignity and every
family deserves compassion,
accompaniment, and hope.

Volunteer Barbara Burke, Esq. and Pax Christi
NJ Organizer Kathy O’Leary in front of the
The detainees were still there. Hospitality Tent.

The tent was still there.

The families were still there.

And so were we.
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A Monument of Charity:
Remembering St. Vincent's Hospital

The Sisters of Charity of New York welcomed
historian Dr. Thomas Rzeznik, professor of history
at Seton Hall University, to Mount Saint Vincent
Convent for a special presentation on his new book,
A Monument of Charity: St. Vincent’s Hospital and
Catholic Health Care in New York City.

Published by New York University Press, the book
traces the remarkable history of St. Vincent’s
Hospital Manhattan from its founding in 1849 to its
closing in 2010.

Through extensive research, Dr. Rzeznik documents
the enduring mission of the Sisters of Charity and
their commitment to caring for the sick and poor of
New York City.

For more than 160 years, St. Vincent’s stood as a
living expression of the Gospel and the charism of
Saints Elizabeth Ann Seton, Vincent de Paul, and
Louise de Marillac—a true monument of charity.

We are deeply grateful to Dr. Rzeznik for helping
preserve this important chapter in the history of
Catholic healthcare and the legacy of the Sisters of
Charity of New York.

Sisters in attendance who contributed to the
success of St. Vincent’s Hospital included: Sr. Jane
Tannucelli, Sr. Kevin Phillips, Sr. Karen Helfenstein,
Sr. Sheila Brosnan and Sr. Mary Sugrue. You can
watch the presentation on our YouTube page.

As you can see from the size of the crowd the book discussion was
a hit.

Page 2 Vision | Vol. 30 ISSUE 2

Dr. Rzeznik gave an insightful and sometimes surprising synopsis of his new book
to the Sisters at Mount Saint Vincent Convent.

A MONUMENT
OF CHARITY

¢, Vincent's Hospital
and Catholic Health Care

A copy of the new book, A Monument of Charity:
Remembering St. Vincent’s Hospital, displayed in front of a
1970s SVHSN photo.
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Quiet Transformation

By James Rowe, Communications Director

Earlier this year, Sr. Karen Helfenstein was invited
by Out at St. Paul—the LGBTQ ministry at St. Paul
the Apostle Church in New York City—to serve

as keynote speaker at a three-day retreat in Long
Branch, New Jersey.

Held at San Alfonso Retreat House, the gathering
brought together more than 60 LGBTQ Catholics
and their allies for a weekend of prayer, reflection,
and community centered on the theme “Finding
Your Family in Faith?”

Sr. Karen shared her experience as a nurse at

St. Vincent’s Hospital, reflecting on the Sisters of
Charity of New York’s pioneering response to the
AIDS crisis. Her keynote invited participants into a
deeper understanding of that moment in history—
not only as a medical response, but as a profound
expression of compassion, dignity, and presence.

Sr. Karen Helfenstein reflects on St. Vincent’s and the
quiet transformation of the AIDS crisis.

In addition to her keynote, Sr. Karen joined

Fr. Michael Carter for a panel discussion, engaging
participants in thoughtful conversation about faith,
belonging, and the Church’s call to accompany

all people.

The retreat unfolded through a rhythm of shared
experiences: small group conversations, large group
gatherings, personal testimonies, prayer services,
and Mass. Participants walked together on an
Emmaus Walk, reflecting on Scripture and their
own journeys of faith. Time for fellowship and joy
was woven throughout, creating space not only for
reflection—but for celebration.

The response to Sr.
Karen’s keynote was
immediate and deeply
felt. Participants asked
thoughtful questions,
many returning again and
again to the stories she
shared. One suggestion
surfaced more than once:

She should write a book.

In reflecting on her =

experience, Sr. Karen i

named something that Fr. Michael Carter and Sr. Karen Helfenstein in
had long gone unnoticed, conversation on faith and belonging.

even as it unfolded:

“I hope you’ll notice the quiet transformation that
was happening. It wasn't until I was invited to speak
at this retreat that I began to reflect on the unusual
experience that had been mine during that time.

“The lives of patients, family members, friends of
patients, staff—and even the culture of the medical
center—were transformed in front of us, and we
hardly noticed”

In that quiet transformation—then and now—the
spirit of St. Vincent’s lives on.

ocean as they prepare to take
the polar bear plunge—faith,
community, and joy in action.

e==5
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Spring Benefit 2026

Guests had a wonderful time at this year’s Spring
Benefit, held on Friday, April 17 at The Lighthouse
at Chelsea Piers. The evening brought together
friends, supporters, and partners of the Sisters of
Charity of New York for a joyful celebration filled
with gratitude, community, and shared mission.

We were honored to recognize Eugene C. Ranis,
Dominick E Reda, MD, and Bernadette Kingham-
Bez, whose generosity and commitment continue to
make our work possible.

This year’s Spring Benefit was especially memorable
for one beloved guest. Sr. Eileen McGrory lit up the
dance floor as guests eagerly took turns celebrating
her 90th birthday.

Adding to the joy, Sr. Eileen’s nephews and their
spouses traveled from Cincinnati to surprise her—
each hoping to share a dance with her during

the celebration.

With no shortage of dance partners—and plenty
of joy—her energy, spirit, and smile reminded
everyone what it means to celebrate life in
community.

Sr. Margaret Ellen Burke and Sr. Andrea Dixon take
a stroll outside for some evening sunshine.
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Benefit Honoree Dominick F.
Rema, MD enjoying a moment
' with Sr. Ann Costello.

Sr. Donna Dodge catches up with
Benefit Honoree Bernadette Kingham-
Bez ahead of the evening’s program.
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Sr. Eileen McGrory on
Hhe dance floor with her
family and friends.

\

Sr. Eileen McGrory with nephews Sean and Kevin
and their spouses Amy and Charlie.
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Associate Relationship Celebrates 50 Years

By Sr. Mary E. Mc Cormick

“4

From its earliest beginning almost 400 years ago, the Company of
Charity formed by Saints Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac
included men and women, religious and laypeople. Our invitation
to others to share the mission of the Sisters of Charity is truly a
return to the spirit of our founders.

This year, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of our Associate
Relationship program, our mission is still rooted in the mission
of Jesus. Jesus calls persons in all lifestyles to a deeper sense of
mission and service with him. Associate relationships are both
a sign of our union with others in this mission and a means
through which we support one another in it:

“Our mission as Sisters of Charity is to share in the ongoing
mission of Jesus by responding to the signs of the times in the
spirit of Saints Elizabeth Ann Seton, Vincent de Paul and Louise
de Marillac by revealing God’s love in our lives and in our varied
ministries with and for all in need, especially those who live
in poverty.

On March 21, 1976, Frank and Pat Devaney become the first Sisters of Charity of New York Associates.

]
L)

Association with our sisters and brothers is for us a gift and a
challenge. It brings us the opportunity to extend in new ways and
to many people the mission handed to us through Saints Elizabeth
Ann Seton, Vincent de Paul, and Louise de Marillac. At the same
time, our Associates call to us a new reverence for the mission
which has been entrusted to us.

Each of our Associates is unique, although there are many points
of convergence. There are a variety of reasons for becoming an
Associate, but they are all related to mission and to a desire to
respond to the Gospel more fully in the context of community.
Each Associate has entered a relationship of mutuality with

the Sisters of Charity, and all of us, Associates and Sisters, are
enriched through this exchange of gifts.

In this anniversary year of 2026, we have in the United States
92 Associates, in Guatemala 41, and in the Bahamas, 3.

As we continue our journey together, we pray that the flame
of charity impels us, Sisters and Associates, to a deeper sense
of mission in all that we are and all that we do.
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Sisters of Charity of New York
Associate Program Turns Fifty

Editor’s note: As this issue went to press, Frank Devaney entered
eternal life on June 2, 2026 at the age of 95. We are especially
grateful that this visit, interview, and celebration of fifty years of
Associate commitment could take place before his passing. Frank
and Pat’s shared witness of faith, service, and devotion to the
mission of Charity continues to inspire Associates and Sisters alike.

The Sisters of Charity of New York Associate Program is
celebrating its 50th anniversary year alongside our first two
Associates, Frank and Patricia (Pat) Devaney, who are also
marking 50 years as Associates. In February 2025, then-Director
of Associates Maureen Reiser and Sr. Regina Bechtle traveled to
visit the Devaneys and reflect on their pioneering role in the life
of the program. You can visit our YouTube channel to watch their
conversation with Frank and Pat.

The following biography was originally published in the Spring
1990 Associates Commitment Ceremony Program:

When future generations write the history of new forms of
bonding between laypersons and religious, Pat and Frank have
the distinction of being listed as the first Associates of the Sisters
of Charity of New York. Associates since 1976, they describe
themselves in their contract as, “fellow pilgrims seeking to
understand and live the Gospel message more completely.”

The Devaneys have three children, Steven, Kevin and Meghan.
Pat was a Member of the Congregation from 1956-1970. A
gifted educator, Pat is a reading specialist in the New York City
public school system and an adjunct lecturer at Queensborough
Community College.

Pat Devaney welcomes
Maureen Reiser with

a warm embrace as S.

8 Regina Bechtle looks on.

Pat and Frank Devaney attend a
local March for Our Lives event.
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Frank and Pat Devaney hold a photo from their 1976 commitment
ceremony. (See page 5.)

R 4

Frank Devaney shares photos from the early years of his marriage
fo Pat.

Maureen Reiser and Sr. Regina Bechtle take turns asking questions
of the Devaneys.
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She has also taught in parochial schools in Brooklyn and
New York. In 1988, she became one of the first two Associates
appointed by the Council to the Associate Relationship team.

Frank, a dedicated educator, teaches at a special New York City
public school for emotionally and educationally handicapped
youth.

He is active in Holy Child Jesus Parish, where he has served

as Vice-President of the Parish Council and Chairman of the
Education Committee. Frank was a member of the De La Salle
Christian Brothers, New York Province, from 1950-70. During
this time, he spent seven years in Ethiopia as a teacher and
administrator.

For Pat and Frank, association with the Sisters of Charity means
“a mutual relationship of enrichment, challenge, stimulation,
and support” They share our mission of education on behalf of
the disadvantaged and underprivileged, and pledge to join their
voices “to the corporate voice of the Congregation” in matters of
justice and peace.

The Devaneys witness of faithfulness, of hope and of vision
challenges us as together we seek to “become mature Christians,
following the example of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton”

The accompanying video interview with Pat and Frank Devaney,
conducted by Sr. Regina Bechtle and Maureen Reiset, is available
on the Sisters of Charity of New York YouTube channel. We are
thankful that Franks voice, stories, and witness could be shared and
preserved as part of this celebration of fifty years of Associate life.

Photos from former member Pat Devaney’s years as a Sister of
Charity of New York.

Pat and Frank Devaney.

Pat Devaney holds a collage of English as a Second Language
students Frank mentored through graduation. Among other
awards, Frank Devaney received the Peninsula Kiwanis Award
for Outstanding Achievement in recognition of his commitment
to teaching English as a Second Language and helping make the
American dream possible for countless people.

Frank Devaney celebrates his 95th birthday with his wife, children,
and grandchildren.

Summer 2026 Page 7



From Student to Steward of the Mission

An interview with the Sisters of Charity of New YorK’s Executive
Director of Mission Advancement, Anne Marie Gardiner.

Q1: You've been connected to the Sisters of Charity your
entire life — taught by both the New York and New
Jersey congregations and now serving their mission
professionally. How did those early experiences shape
who you are today?

As a very nervous first grader

at Incarnation School in
Washington Heights, I was blessed
with a wonderful, caring, and
compassionate teacher, Sr. Peter
Miriam. Dressed all in black, she
was not frightening at all to this
little seven-year-old.

She calmed my fears, taught me
to read, and nurtured my love of
learning. When my family moved  Anne Marie Gardiner’s
to New Jersey that summer, she first-grade school photo
gave me a prayer card of the Holy  from Incarnation School
Family and assured me I would be  in Washington Heights,
fine in a new school. New York.

Imagine my surprise when my new school was staffed by
the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth. From grades two
through eight, I was nurtured, encouraged, and empowered
to be my best self and to treat others with kindness and
dignity. That began a lifelong admiration for what it means
to help others in whatever way you can.

Q2: Before joining the Sisters of Charity of New York, you
served as Development Director for the Sisters of Charity
of Saint Elizabeth. What drew you to continue your work
with the Sisters of Charity, and what does this ministry
mean to you personally?

I began with the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth in
1997 and spent 13 years there. For much of that time,

I worked with Sr. Sheila, the principal of my grammar
school, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Tenafly, New Jersey.
Talk about full circle.

It was there I saw firsthand how humble and selfless the
Sisters were. There was nothing they would not do to help
those in need and continue Mother Seton’s work. I learned
to be fair, compassionate, and always make time to listen.
Those lessons have stayed with me my whole life.

When I learned the Sisters of Charity of New York were
seeking a Development Director in 2014, I felt called to
apply. I was happy where I was, but something kept urging
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me forward. I accepted the position and have never regretted
it. To begin and end my career in Development with the
women who educated and helped shape me is more than I
could have imagined.

Q3: As Executive Director of Mission Advancement, your
work focuses largely on fundraising. How do you see
fundraising as part of the Sisters of Charity mission
and ministry?

Early in my career, I was given Henri Nouwen’s A Spirituality
of Fundraising. His words have stayed with me: “Fundraising
is first and foremost a form of ministry.”

I do not see fundraising as simply asking for money. My role
is connecting generous people with the ministries of the
Sisters of Charity. Once people learn about the work being
done for more than 200 years — and still happening today —
they want to help support it.

Anne Marie Gardiner
and former classmate Ed
Bonanno hold their 1972
eighth-grade graduation
photo from Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School in
Tenafly, New Jersey. The
two were recently reunited
at the 2026 Spring Benefit
after many years apart.

Anne Marie Gardiner with members of the New York Giants at
a Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth benefit during her years as
Development Director.
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Q4: How do gifts from donors translate into real impact for
the ministries and people the Sisters of Charity serve?

The most rewarding calls and emails I receive are from
donors who simply want to help. Whether the need is food,
clothing, housing, mental health care, or other essentials,
people want to make life better for others.

A gift of $10 or $500 can provide sandwiches and water to
those living on the street, diapers and formula to young
families in the Bronx and Yonkers, or breakfast to hungry
college students trying to make ends meet. I get to see the
relief, the smiles, and hear the thank-yous. There is nothing
better than that.

(Left) Anne Marie Gardiner with Sr. Noreen Holly, SCNJ and (Right)
Anne Marie Gardiner with Sr. Mary Mc Cormick, SCNY.

Q5: You are now an Associate of both the Sisters of Charity
of Saint Elizabeth and the Sisters of Charity of New York.
What does being an Associate mean to you?

I feel doubly blessed. The charism of both congregations is so
similar that being an Associate of both deepens my faith and
strengthens my commitment to continue this legacy.

I do not consider myself overly religious, but I am deeply
spiritual. Working alongside both congregations has allowed
me to witness faith in action every day. In the lives of St.
Vincent de Paul, St. Louise de Marillac, and St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton, we see that kindness, compassion, and trust in
Providence can truly change lives.

As seen here, Anne Marie
Gardiner supports Vincents

Table and our other

ministries by doing much
more than just fundraising.

Anne Marie Gardiner
shares why she chose Lo
now to make her
lifetime commitment as
a Sisters of Charity of
New York Associate.

Qé6: Is there a particular moment, donor, or ministry story

that reminded you why this work matters so much?

There are many, but two stand out. Early on, a wise Sister
told me never to discount the “widow’s mite”—the small
gifts people offer sacrificially. One woman sent one dollar
every month for years. When the dollar stopped coming, we
learned she had passed away. Soon after, her estate sent a gift
of more than $100,000. She had grown up poor and often
went to school hungry. The Sisters always kept a little food
in their desks for her. She never forgot being made to feel
worthy and loved.

Another memory comes from a Vincent’s Table distribution
day. It was bitterly cold, and many people waiting in line were
underdressed for the weather. I noticed a little boy trying to
keep his hands warm in his pockets, so I gave him my gloves.
He hesitated, then put them on and gave me the biggest hug.
It reminded me that even the smallest gesture of kindness
can make a difference.
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The Story Behind the Story

At the end of March 2024, we received an email from journalist
Kurt Streeter of The New York Times. Based in Washington State,
he had recently attended an event on foster care where he learned
that the Sisters of Charity of New York had chosen the path to
completion. He sensed there was an important story waiting

to be told.

It would be nearly a year and a half before Kurt was able to
travel to New York. The events surrounding the presidential
election and its aftermath delayed his visit. When he did arrive,
what was planned as a five-day reporting trip became something
much more.

Diandra Garcia-Heredia, Sr. Carol
De Angelo and Sr. Regina Bechtle
with Kurt Streeter at the Sisters of

Charity of New York Archives.

The New York Times journalist Kurt Streeter and photojournalist
Michelle Agins interview Sr. Mary Kay Finneran at Kittay.
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Kurt, along with Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer Michelle
Agins, returned again and again—immersing themselves in

the lives of the Sisters over the course of a full year. They were
present for moments both joyful and solemn: the celebration

of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s birthday, Sisters’ Jubilees, the 50th
anniversary of her canonization, Advent, Christmas, Lent, and
Easter. They stood with us at rallies, joined us for Congregation

Day, and quietly accompanied us in times of loss, even at funerals.

A free link to the online edition of The New York Times article is
available on our website—just search ‘New York Times.
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Kurt Streeter and Michelle
Agins visiting Sisters who
live at the Villa at Mount
Saint Vincent Villa.

Kurt Streeter interviews St. Virginia Searing to learn about the
Sisters of Charity of New York’s ministries.
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On April 15, 2026, after months of interviews, observation, and
accompaniment, the story was published online by The New York
Times. Two days later, it appeared on the front page of the print
edition—the same day as our 2026 Spring Benefit.

The response was immediate and deeply moving. Readers across
the country encountered not simply a story about completion, but
a witness of faith, service, community, and enduring love.

Front page of The New York Times.
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Two additional pages also feature pictures.

As we continue this sacred journey, the article affirms something
we have long known: the story of the Sisters of Charity of New
York is woven into the life of this city.

And the story is not yet finished.

Michelle Agins and
Sr. Helen F. Connors.

Michelle Agins talks to Srs.
Mary Sugrue and Noreen
Sugrue at Kittay.

Kurt Streeter
participates with
Sisters at Kittay
preparing Halloween
| treats for children
visiting their family
members at Delaney
Hall ICE Detention.

Michelle Agins at the Basilica at the National
Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton during the
50th Anniversary weekend celebration.
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MINISTRY UPDATES

Living it Forward: The Keepers of the Flame program
for Sisters of Charity Ministry Staff

By Sr. Virgina Searing and Associate Lisa Shay

When Sr. Virginia Searing became Director
of Ministry Relationships, in order to meet
the ministries and understand their hopes
and dreams, she organized a day-long
workshop. This was held in Smith Hall on
September 10, 2024, facilitated by Sr. Sherryl
White, CSJ. The senior leadership of all

the sponsored ministries participated, and
two desires emerged: they wanted to better
understand the charism, and become more
familiar with their sister ministries. This
became known as the “Live It Forward”
conference, as it ended with Sr. Sherryl
exhorting the participants, “the gift you
receive from these Sisters today is their
confidence in you to become the Mission of
Charity that has been given by God... to live
it forward with your very lives”

To meet those needs, Sr. Ginny, with the
assistance of Associate Lisa Shay, re-
envisioned and expanded the Keepers of the
Flame program from a Trustee formation
program to one for ministry staft. They
adapted the three-module, nine-session

Page 12 Vision | Vol. 30 ISSUE 2

format to meet the needs of working
professionals. The first module, “Vocation,”
became a single two-hour workshop held in
person, onsite. Holding it onsite immersed
Sr. Ginny and Lisa in the ministry and
enabled them to personalize the workshop
for that ministry. Six workshops were held
between December 2024 and February
2025 with over 130 participants in total.
Then, to enable cross-ministry dialog,

the remaining two modules became six
one-hour Zoom workshops, offered to all
130 people who had completed Module I.
Module II, “Charism,” featured presentations
by Sr. Mary Ann Daly on Saints Vincent
and Louise, and by Sr. Regina Bechtle on
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton. Module III,
“Relationships,” featured a presentation by
Sr. Jean Flannelly on the work of the SC
Laudato Si committee. Schedule conflicts
prevented everyone from attending all
sessions, but the first Zoom session had

70 participants, and the series averaged

53 participants.

|

L?ve It Firward

Sr. Virginia Searing speaking at the
Live it Forward conference.

Keepers of the Flame participants planning.
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Feedback from the sessions was overwhelmingly positive.

«  “Connecting staff who work in o “The best part of the session was
purpose-driven organizations the conversations with my peers.
to concepts of a ‘call’ and a I loved having more time to have
‘vocation'—these can be relevant conversations across our shared
to all leaders whether they are visions but different vocations.”

particularly religious or not”
«  “Inspired by the gentleness of

spirit and genuineness of all
participants, clear devotion
to their jobs, so welcome and
needed and such an inviting
contrast to the current
environment of the country”

o “The object sharing and the
small group conversations were
great, really helped to connect
with colleagues in ways that we
otherwise wouldn’t about our
journeys and why we are at

[our ministry]”
o “I'was inspired by the words of

my colleagues in our small group,
and their dedication”

o “The best part of the session
was my newfound connection
with Vincent. I've always felt
incredibly connected to Mother
Seton, but my relationship with
Vincent has at times felt distant.
This helped me to find new ways
to relate to him as a human being,
and not just as a saint”

o “Interaction with other
ministries.”

o “The sessions allowed for open
dialog around common mission
and provided time to discuss
how we can support each

o “The opportunity to connect other’s missions.

with other staff from the other
ministries, and Sr. Mary Ann is a
wonderful storyteller, sharing the
history of Saints Vincent de Paul
and Louise de Marillac”

o “Iloved hearing the passion
behind Sr. Jean’s presentation.
She really knows what she
is talking about, and her
knowledge, presented quickly
and efficiently and passionately,

o “Ilove hearing Sr. Regina’s
was excellent.”

perspective. I think I was
surprised by Mother Seton’s
humanity. It’s hard to remember
saints were just like us—they
struggled and they grieved, and
they questioned”

o “It's always inspiring to hear
about Laudato Si. I had Farmer
Dave in my small group—I think
the best example!”

The 2025 participants found the Keepers of the Flame program valuable enough
that they requested to continue meeting quarterly over Zoom. Here’s what one
participant said about their desire to continue to meet: “Honestly, just giving us
all time in our busy day to support and discuss how our faith and our missions

operate, so we can support and continue to give kindness to others” Thirty people
attended the first session, despite it occurring during a February snowstorm when

several ministries were closed. The remaining sessions will be offered in May,
September and November.

And finally, Sr. Ginny and Lisa have begun a 2026 Keepers of the Flame program

for ministry employees who were not able to attend in 2025. Module I is in
progress as this article is being written and they expect about 50 participants.

THE SISTERS WHD
SHAPED AMERICA

Sr. Regina Bechtle and Sr. Mary Mc Cormick
attended the opening of a new exhibit at the
National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.
Do the Good: The Sisters Who Shaped
America highlights the lasting contributions
of women religious across generations. Visit
setonshrine.org to learn more.
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MINISTRY UPDATES

Vincent's Table:

Vincent's Table was grate-
ful to welcome back volun-
teers from the University
of Mount Saint Vincent's
Bridge Program, includ-
ing Emery, whose joyful
service helped nourish
neighbors and strengthen
community.

LEFSA:

A Life Experience and
Faith Sharing Associates
summer tradition
returns this August as
LEFSA prepares for its
annual fishing trip—
an outing filled with
laughter, fellowship,
and memories that
participants look
forward to each year.

{ Children'’s:

Construction is underway
' on the new Adult Center
at Elizabeth Seton Chil-
dren’s, expanding compas-
sionate care, programs,

| and daily support for
adults with special needs
7 and their families.

POTS:

Part of the Solution (POTS)
families gathered at POTS for
a joyful Literacy in Commu-
nity event with Literacy in
Community (LINC) where
stories, songs, and shared
reading celebrated New York
City’s immigrant and working
families while helping children
grow in the love of books.
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The New York
Foundling:

The New York Foundlings

Road to Success program con-
tinues to help young people in
foster care beat the odds, with
100% of participating high :
school seniors graduating over | OUR ROAD TO SUCCESS

the paStﬁV@ years' PROGRAM HELPS YOUNG
PEOPLE BEAT THE ODDS

For the past 5 years:

/- S of
| o/ HS soniors have
e 5 o | graduated,
)/ surpassing  40%

= rate citywide

Elizabeth Seton Women'’s Center:

Elizabeth Seton Women's
Center Executive Director
Ellen Mihovics welcomed
Diandra Garcia-Heredia
from the Office of Peace,
Justice & Integrity of Creation
(PJIC) to lead a Criminal
Justice Reform workshop for
students from St. Raymond
Academy for Girls at the
Sisters of Charity of New York
Spirituality Center.

Sisters Hill Farm:
The new season is under-

. way at Sisters Hill Farm,
where apprentices are
learning cultivation, direct
seeding, and the practices of
sustainable farming rooted
in more than 200 years of
the Sisters of Charity’s com-
mitment to education.

Sisters of Charity Housing
Development Corporation:
SCHDC celebrated the = =S
closing of financing for its :
Harlem housing portfolio,

a $73.5 million project

that will expand affordable
housing opportunities while
incorporating clean energy
initiatives and supportive
services for residents.

Now in Our Third Century of Living Lives of Love

Dilexi te and the Mission

By Sr. Carol De Angelo, Office of Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation

Creating heaven on earth.
Preaching the Good News.
Living lives of love.

Through the Office of Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation,

the Sisters of Charity of New York—along with Associates and
colleagues—bring the mission of Charity into both the public

sphere and daily life.

The October 2025 Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi te, on love for

the poor, calls us back to the heart of our Vincentian tradition.
Following St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louise de Marillac, Blessed
Frédéric Ozanam, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, we come to know
God in those who are poor, vulnerable, and on the margins.

This call echoes Laudato Si*: to hear the cry of the Earth and the
cry of the poor—and to respond with hope.

.........

March 28th No Kings Rally in Yonkers. Sr. Margaret Egan,
Associate Sue Porcelli, St. Karen Helfenstein, Sr. Mary Mc Cormick,
St. Claire Regan, Associate Georgianna T. Costello, Sr. Regina
Bechtle, St. Mary Ann Daly, Sr. Carol De Angelo, Sr. Ann Costello.

Our work through PJIC is grounded in relationships. In
conversation, listening, and shared experience, we are continually
challenged and transformed.

This past year, the Voting & Anti-Racism Committee hosted
discussions on The Warmth of Other Suns, a book by Isabel
Wilkerson. Participants spoke openly, sharing personal stories
that revealed both pain and possibility. Listening to one
another—across race, experience, and circumstance—deepened
understanding and called us to more faithful action.

Advocacy remains central to our mission. Recently, we met with

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz to support the Second Look Act,

joined by individuals directly impacted by incarceration. We also
participated in statewide advocacy for civilian complaint review

boards, raising our voices for accountability and justice.

T T

Dennis Higgin, Sr. Virginia Searing, Sr. Mary Beth Moore, an

Sr. Claire Regan gathered outside Citi Field to call for climate
responsibility and an end to fossil fuel sportswashing—raising a
faithful witness for care of our common home and future generations.

Care for creation is another vital expression of this work. Through
the Metro New York Catholic Climate Movement and ROAR
(Religious Organizations Along the River), we collaborate with
parish leaders and environmental advocates to address threats

to water, air, and land—from pollution and climate change to
emerging environmental risks.

These realities are not abstract. They affect real people, real
communities—calling us to respond with both compassion and
courage.

Across all these efforts—whether through environmental justice,
anti-racism work, or global poverty initiatives—the mission
remains the same:

To stand with those on the margins.

To listen.

To act.

And to help build what we are called to become—
A Beloved Community.
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A Visit, A Mission, A Shared Work of Charity

By Sr. Sheila Brosnan

At the end of 2025, the Sisters of
Charity of New York welcomed Sr.
Mayda and Sr. Rosita from Guatemala
with lunch, laughter, and the warmth
of community.

During their visit, they spent time
with Sisters across New York, visited
Elizabeth Seton Children’s, and
made a pilgrimage to the National
Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

in Emmitsburg, Maryland. It was a
joyful and meaningful exchange—an
opportunity to deepen relationships
and share in the global mission of
charity that connects us all.

Accompanying Those Returning Home

Shared mission is alive in a project that is unfolding in

the Department of Quiché, Guatemala. Flor Manzano, a
Psychologist and Sisters of Charity Associate, has developed
a program of accompaniment to meet the needs of men and
women returning home after deportation from the United
States.

Some arrive home carrying deep wounds.

After the experience of detention, separation from family,
often harsh treatment, and uncertainty, many return with an
ongoing sense of fear, shame and disconnection.

In response, a small team trained by Flor has been quietly
building trust.

Over the first six months, they worked closely with
local leaders to identify individuals in need across eight
municipalities: San Andrés Sajcabajd, Sacapulas, Nebaj,

Cotzal, Chichicastenango, Joyabaj, Jocopilas, and Santa Cruz.

Restoring Dignity, Rebuilding Community

The project supports 30 individuals and their families
through a simple but deeply human approach:

o Individual sessions to address health, family, work,
and legal concerns
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A st
Sr. Rosa Florinda Tzul Say and Sr.
Maria Mayda Pérez Férnandez enjoy

a welcome luncheon with Sisters and
staff at Le Gras Hall.

J

and laughter.

o Workshops that foster mutual support, faith-sharing,
and connection

o  Safety kits with food, personal items, and natural
medicines

«  Educational materials to guide reintegration

Equally important is collaboration with local partners,
including parishes, municipal leaders, CONAMIGUA,
community development councils, and children’s services.

The goal is not only to provide assistance, but to help rebuild
trust, restore relationships, and create pathways forward.

A Work That Continues

As deportations to Guatemala continue to rise, this program
offers something essential:

A place to begin again.

Rooted in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton, it is a quiet but powerful expression of charity—
one that meets people not only in their need, but in their
dignity.

And it reminds us that the mission we share knows no
borders.

Sr. Margaret O’Brien (left) and Sr. Virginia Searing
(right) accompany Sr. Rosa Florinda Tzul Say and

Sr. Maria Mayda Pérez Férnandez to the Elizabeth
Seton Children’s Center for an afternoon of song

Now in Our Third Century of Living Lives of Love

In Remembrance

Sister Kathleen McHugh, SC

Born January 23, 1938, in the
Bronx, Sister Kathleen Ann
McHugh (Sister Noreen Marie)
entered the Sisters of Charity of
New York on September 8, 1958.
She earned a BA in Psychology from the College
of New Rochelle and later became a licensed
practical nurse.

Sister Kathleen began her ministry caring for
young children at Holy Name Day Nursery and
Saint Agatha Home in Nanuet, where she served
for eleven years. After completing her nursing
studies, she ministered for twenty-eight years at
The New York Foundling. She later joined the
administration of Convent of Mary the Queen as
Director of Human Resources and continued
volunteering there after her retirement.

Sister Kathleen died on November 3, 2025, at
Cabrini of Westchester, in her 67th year of
commitment.

Remembered for her gentle touch and steady
presence, she brought compassionate care to
people at every stage of life.

Sister Linda Giuli, SC

Born June 19, 1943, in the Bronx
Linda Giuli (Sister Mary
Thérése) entered the Sisters of
Charity of New York on
September 8, 1961. She earned a
BA in French from the College of Mount
Saint Vincent, an MS in Education from
Hunter College, and an MS as a Nurse
Practitioner from Pace University.

After beginning her ministry as a teacher in
Rego Park and Yonkers, Sister Linda
devoted three decades to health care, serving
as a family and addiction medicine nurse
practitioner in New Rochelle, East Harlem,
and throughout the Bronx. She was
especially grateful to minister in
underserved communities, creating
individualized care plans and using her
knowledge of Spanish and French to better
serve her patients.

Sister Linda later served at the Convent of
Mary the Queen and volunteered in the
Congregation’s Archives. A lover of art,
poetry, and writing, she died on March 30,
2026, in her 64th year of commitment as a
Sister of Charity of New York.

Sister Yolanda Bonitch, SC

Born October 24, 1934, in
Manhattan, Sister Yolanda
Bonitch entered the
Monastery of the Order of
the Visitation of Holy Mary
in 1954, receiving the name Sister Jean
Margaret. After 25 years, she felt called to a
more active form of consecrated life and
transferred to the Sisters of Charity of New
York, professing vows in 1984.

Sister Yolanda earned degrees in education and
library science and devoted more than 30 years
to the New York Public Library. As a children’s
and outreach librarian, she brought books to
families in shelters, welfare hotels, and group
homes, provided materials in the native
languages of homebound seniors, and expanded
library access for people incarcerated at Rikers
Island.

In 1992, she received the Alfred P. Sloan Public
Service Award for her ingenuity and tireless
service. Sister Yolanda died on November 20,
2025, at age 91, in her 71st year of vowed
commitment.

Sister Patricia Padden, SC

Born January 26, 1934, in
Manhattan, Sister Patricia
Padden, SC (Sister Patrick
Maureen), entered the Sis- i' i3 :
ters of Charity of New York % &
on September 8, 1951. She was the daughter
of Patrick and Delia O’Malley Padden and one
of four children. Sister Patricia earned a BA in
History from the College of Mount Saint Vin-
cent and an MA in Education from Manhattan
College, later receiving New York State certifi-
cation in elementary education and reading.

Her ministry in education spanned schools in
Manhattan, the Bronx, Yonkers, and Scarsdale,
where she served as teacher, assistant adminis-
trator, substitute teacher, and teacher assistant.
In later years, she volunteered at Saint Joseph
Medical Center in Yonkers and returned to the
classroom as a religious education teacher and
tutor.

At Kittay Senior Apartments, where she moved
in 2014, Sister Patricia continued her ministry
through kindness, encouragement, and advo-
cacy for immigrants and those in need. Known
for her warm smile and joyful spirit, she espe-
cially loved Irish music, culture, and travel.

Sister Patricia died April 10, 2026, in her 75th
year as a Sister of Charity.

Sister Sheila Normoyle, SC

Born August 14, 1934, in
County Clare, Ireland, Sister
Sheila Normoyle (Marie Grace)
immigrated to the United States
as a teenager and entered the
Sisters of Charity of New York on September

8, 1955. She was welcomed to New York by rel-
atives already connected to the Congregation,
including her aunt, Sister Loretta Veronica, and
cousin, Sister Teresa Whalan.

Sister Sheila began her ministry at The New
York Foundling and Convent of Mary the
Queen in Yonkers before serving forty-six years
at Saint Agatha Home in Nanuet. There she
ministered as a Child Care Worker and later in
various service roles, becoming a trusted pres-
ence and “go-to” person within the community.

Known for her loving care of the children
entrusted to her, Sister Sheila brought warmth,
dignity, and joy to countless lives. She died Jan-
uary 4, 2026, at Kittay Senior Apartments, in
her 71st year as a Sister of Charity of New York.

Sister Jeanne Delaney, SC

Born in the Bronx on March
26, 1933, Sister Jeanne Delaney
entered the Sisters of Charity of
New York in 1950 and devoted
sixty years of active ministry to
Catholic education. She earned a degree from
the University of Mount Saint Vincent and a
master’s degree in Administration from Boston
College.

Sister Jeanne served as a teacher and admin-
istrator in schools throughout New York,
including Saint Peter School in Yonkers, Sacred
Heart School in Staten Island, and Saint There-
sa School in Briarcliff Manor. She spent many
years as principal of Saint Peter School before
dedicating more than three decades to ministry
in Briarcliff Manor.

Known for her gentle spirit, warm smile,
and caring presence, Sister Jeanne brought
kindness and encouragement to all who
knew her. Deeply devoted to her family,

she remained especially close to her brother,
Father William Delaney.

In retirement, she joined the community at
Mount Saint Vincent Convent, where she con-
tinued a life of prayer and faithful presence.

Sister Jeanne died on May 20, 2026 at St.
Joseph’s Medical Center, in the 75th year of her
commitment as a Sister of Charity of New
York.
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Sisters of Charity Center
6301 Riverdale Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471-1093

718-549-9200 | www.scny.org
Like us on Facebook®
@SistersofCharityNY

@ Follow us on Instagram®
@SistersofCharityNY

Yuu" Follow us on YouTube®
UL  youtube.com@sistersofcharity

Cr Follow us on TikTok®
tiktok.com@sistersofcharity

WOKE
SAINTS
MADE
HISTORY.

HOLY
TROUBLE
MAKERS...

KEEP IT
GOING.

Tees and Sweatshirts in Black
and White are available to

purchase. All proceeds benefit
Vincent’s Table Food Ministry.






