A Theology of Migration Prayer Service, Lent 2025 (based
on Daniel G. Groody’s book, A Theology of Migration: Bodies
of Refugees & the Body of Christ, last section, A
Sacramental Vision of Migration.)

Opening Song (of your own choosing)
Leader: As we gather together...

Let us pray for the ‘alien’, those who have so disconnected
themselves from God and others, ...those who are incapable of seeingin the
vulnerable stranger a mirror of themselves, a reflection of Christ and an
invitation to human solidarity. (p.296)

Response: Create in me, in us, O God, a clean heart and a willing spirit.

Let us pray that we move from the darkness of alienation to the light of
reconciliation and stimulate a new imagination of what it means to be human,
to move from otherness to oneness, and to journey together towards
communion with God and one another. (p.297)

Response: Create in me, in us, O God, a clean heart and a willing spirit.
Reading 1:

“..Communion is not just about receiving the body of Christ in church but also
about becoming the body of Christ for the world. This happens when Christ’s
presence becomes embodied through a life of compassionate concern,
beginning with the last and least of society. As faith-based humanitarian
organizations have put into practice the story of Jesus through the works of
mercy, they have made the presence of Christ real through acts of living
service. These ministries have helped make more visible the invisible love of
God by becoming bread for the world as the body of Christ.” (p.299)

Response: “In the evening of life, we will be judged on love alone.” (St. John of
the Cross, p.304)

Reading 2:

“Because the G/god of our lives is the one to whom we give our hearts, the
greatest threat to building a better world is not atheism but idolatry. Idolatry —
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the fashioning of false gods — not only does not liberate us, but also creates
many disorders in our world today. Idols like nationalism, money-theism,
excessive self-interest, and others lure us away from our highest values and
greatest good. When we worship false gods, the world loses its balance, and
these disorders fragment communities, create injustice, and thwart human
development.” (p.300)

Response: “In the evening of life, we will be judged on love alone.” (St. John of
the Cross, p.304)

Reading 3:

“The migration in this world that matters the most is the migration into the
heart of God, which can never be separated from a common journey with
others.” (p.302) We journey as pilgrims recognizing that the process of human
transformation is a lifelong process toward renewal facilitated by a willingness
to change and a contemplative spirit. (see Anglican Archbishop Rowan
Williams address to the Roman Synod of Bishops in 2012, p.302)

Response: “In the evening of life, we will be judged on love alone.” (St. John of
the Cross, p.304)

Closing Blessing: extend hands/arms outward to one another and then to our
Earth, its humans and more-than-humans.

» May we move from fear-fueled mindsets of scarcity to faith-filled hearts
grateful for God’s abundance.
» May we be conscious that all we have is gift, that we are
stewards and not owners of things, and that all we have
in this world is meant not just for ourselves but for all.
» May we move forward together, pass from the old
creation to a new one, and create the community of
sharing and solidarity that leads to the peace that is
beyond all human understanding.
» Our Lady of Guadelupe, mother of us all, pray for us!
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